LASO’s
September Newsletter

iBienvenidos!

On behalf of the Executive Team and membership, we would like to welcome you to
the new year. The purpose of this newsletter is to inform new and returning members the
ideas and goals of LASO. Our main goals are increasing membership and developing a
strong sense of familia. Familia not only means coming together for meetings and events, bt
also uniting under the common bond of recognizing our Latino/a ethnic identities.

LASO is “dedicated to the advancement of our culture and the preservation of our
identity.” LASO has lived by these words for twenty years at Northeastern University. On our
20th year anniversary this year we hope to celebrate events from our annual food carnival tc
commemorating Latinas during our event, Role of Latin Women.

We hope you will join us in celebrating our 20th year milestone not only as friends and
students, but as familia.

Con Mucho Carifo,

The E-Team




The 2008-2009 E-Team

Yoelinson Castillo(President)is a junior finance and
accounting major. He was born in the town of Bani in the
Dominican Republic, but grew up in Boston. This Boston
Public High School and Ujima Scholar has been part of
LASO for three years and was awarded LASO freshman of
the year in 2005-2006. He enjoys helping others, sports, Vvic
games, dancing and watching movies.

Joshua Torres(Vice President)s an English major
and a member of the class of 2010. He comes from a Puert
Rican background. Some of his interests include film, televi
sion shows, tennis, politics and philosophy.

Justin Sollis(Vice President of External Affairs)s a
middler criminal justice/political science major. He is of Por-
tuguese descent and was raised in Boston. He enjoys poett
and dancing to various kinds of Latino music. His involve-
ment in LASO includes team leading Service Staff Apprecia
tion Day, modeling in How To Work It and performing in
Beatless.

Yeisy Urbaez(Treasurer)is a finance major with a
minor in Latino, Latin American and Carribean Studies and
graduating in 2010. She is Dominican but lived in Puerto
Rico before moving to the Bronx. She has an easy going
personality and loves to smile.

Cindy Retamozo(Secretary)is a middler behavioral
neuroscience major. She is originally from New Jersey and
of Peruvian descent. She is very excited for LASO this year
and is looking forward to meeting all newcomers as well as
reuniting with older members. She loves her friends, her




Special Representatives

Jaime Cucalon(Historian) is a sophomore Digital Arts student.
He transferred from Mass Bay Community College with an associates
degree in Information Systems Technology and Management. He was
in Guayaquil, Ecuador and moved to the States nine years ago. He en]
art, animation, soccer and a diverse range of music.

Michael Gonzalez(SGA Representativay a middler Mathematics
major. He was born in Rio Piedra, Puerto Rico but later moved to Jamz
Plain. He thoroughly enjoys salsa dancing.

Making a Mark: LASO Team Leaders

LASO is known for developing leaders and influential figures
within the Northeastern community. Members have the opportunity to
team lead events such as Service Staff Appreciation Day, LASO'S ann
culture show and Hispanic Heritage Month (HHM).

This year's Hispanic Heritage Month is team leGhgadé Switzer
Berrios. Shadé is a middler political science/secondary education majo
She is of South African, Puerto Rican and Spanish descent and enjoys
sports, community service and children. HHM consists of numerous
events including the annual food carnival, Parade of Flags and an HBC

This year's Beatless will be team led®gbriella Caseras a
middler behavioral neuroscience major from New Jersey.

These events are not possible without the the support of the fun
raising committee, this year led by junior marketing and finance major
Krystal Quintanilla . Krystal has a Puerto Rican and Salvadorian back-
ground and also grew up in New Jersey. The fund raising committee
currently has openings for all interested members who can contact Kry




LASO's Advisors and Support

Rebecca Elizabeth Veras the Assistant Director of the Latino/a Student Cultural Center (LSCC). Her
responsibilities there include advising students, coordinating all events and marketing for the Center, and pla:
ing a key rolee in updating and developing the LSCC web site. Some events she has worked on include
Hispanic Heritage Month-Cajitas: A Mexican Tradition, Cocinar Con Gusto, and the LSCC Thanksgiving
Potluck. Rebecca was born in Las Cruces, New Mexico and raised in Phoenix. Rebecca received both her

Master of Public Administration (MPA) and Bachelor of Arts from Arizona State University.

Nuri Chandler-Smith has been the Coordinator of the Writing, Oratory and Research Development
Program here at Northeastern for the last 4 years and has served as a part-time lecturer in the Department o
African American Studies for 6 years. Nuri earned her undergraduate degree from NEU in Anthropology and
subsequently earned a graduate degree in Education from Harvard University. As an undergrad, she was
member of LASO, was President of the NU Baha'i Club and helped the two organizations collaborate a series
discussion forums dealing with racism and prejudice. To Nuri, the meaning of LASO is always best captured |
our catch phrase, "la familia" and is proud to be able to continue to be a part of the family as a member of

NEU's faculty and staff.

jiJusticia Para Los Conserjes!

The Progressive Student Alliance (PSA) has an ongoing campaign called Justice For Janitors.
PSA advocates for better working conditions, higher wages and more sick/vacation days for Northee
ern's janitors, many of whom are Latino. PSA has collaborated with LASO and other student groups
work for this change. Actions taken by PSA include distributing fliers and buttons, holding rallies and

protesting in front of Northeastern President Auon's house.




BILAN (Boston Intercollegiate Latin American Network)

BILAN was created to unite all Latino student organizations from the Boston area schools.
These include Northeastern, Boston University, Boston College, Harvard, MIT, etc. Some of BILAN's
goals this year include creating a familia atmosphere at meetings and collaborating with Boston com

munity colleges.

The first BILAN meeting will be hosted by Northeastern and BU on September 28th at 3pm
location TBA.AIl members who are interested are encouraged to attend. For more information contac

Justin Sollis at lasovpexternal@gmail.com




What's Happening ??

Hispanic Heritage Month Events

September 24th “Comiendo en Familia” Food Carnival
11:45am-1:30pm
Centennial Commons

September 25th LLACS, (Latin American, and Caribbean Studies)
Program Presentation— Alan West-Duran
2:50pm-4:30pm
LSCC, 104 Forsyth Street

October 3rd Beatless
6:00pm-9:00pm
West Addition

October 15th Parade of Flags

11:45am-1:30pm
African American Institute

October 23rd "The Black Madonna"
Author: Malgorzata Oleszkiewicz-Peralba
2:50pm-4:30pm
Location: TBA




